Finding Freedom for Life’s Battles
Identity Verses
Deuteronomy 7:6
God, your God, chose you out of all the people on Earth for himself as a cherished,
personal treasure.
Psalm 139:13-16
Oh yes, you shaped me first inside, then out;
you formed me in my mother’s womb.
I thank you, High God—you’re breathtaking!
Body and soul, I am marvelously made!
I worship in adoration—what a creation!
You know me inside and out,
you know every bone in my body;
You know exactly how I was made, bit by bit,
how I was sculpted from nothing into something.
Like an open book, you watched me grow from conception to birth;
all the stages of my life were spread out before you,
The days of my life all prepared
before I’d even lived one day.
Galatians 4:4-7
But when the time arrived that was set by God the Father, God sent his Son, born
among us of a woman, born under the conditions of the law so that he might redeem
those of us who have been kidnapped by the law. Thus we have been set free to
experience our rightful heritage. You can tell for sure that you are now fully adopted
as his own children because God sent the Spirit of his Son into our lives crying out,
“Papa! Father!” Doesn’t that privilege of intimate conversation with God make it plain
that you are not a slave, but a child? And if you are a child, you’re also an heir, with
complete access to the inheritance.
1 Peter 2:9-10
But you are the ones chosen by God, chosen for the high calling of priestly work,
chosen to be a holy people, God’s instruments to do his work and speak out for him, to
tell others of the night-and-day difference he made for you—from nothing to
something, from rejected to accepted.
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Isaiah 62:2-5
You’ll get a brand-new name
straight from the mouth of God.
You’ll be a stunning crown in the palm of God’s hand,
a jeweled gold cup held high in the hand of your God.
No more will anyone call you Rejected,
and your country will no more be called Ruined.
You’ll be called Hephzibah (My Delight),
and your land Beulah (Married),
Because God delights in you
and your land will be like a wedding celebration.
For as a young man marries his virgin bride,
so your builder marries you,
And as a bridegroom is happy in his bride,
so your God is happy with you.
Philippians 3:20-21
But there’s far more to life for us. We’re citizens of high heaven! We’re waiting the
arrival of the Savior, the Master, Jesus Christ, who will transform our earthy bodies into
glorious bodies like his own. He’ll make us beautiful and whole with the same powerful
skill by which he is putting everything as it should be, under and around him.
Romans 8:31-39
So, what do you think? With God on our side like this, how can we lose? If God didn’t
hesitate to put everything on the line for us, embracing our condition and exposing
himself to the worst by sending his own Son, is there anything else he wouldn’t gladly
and freely do for us? And who would dare tangle with God by messing with one of
God’s chosen? Who would dare even to point a finger? The One who died for us—
who was raised to life for us!—is in the presence of God at this very moment sticking up
for us. Do you think anyone is going to be able to drive a wedge between us and
Christ’s love for us? There is no way! Not trouble, not hard times, not hatred, not
hunger, not homelessness, not bullying threats, not backstabbing, not even the worst
sins listed in Scripture:
They kill us in cold blood because they hate you. We’re sitting ducks; they pick us off
one by one.
None of this fazes us because Jesus loves us. I’m absolutely convinced that nothing—
nothing living or dead, angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow, high or low, thinkable
or unthinkable—absolutely nothing can get between us and God’s love because of
the way that Jesus our Master has embraced us.
Galatians 5:1
Christ has set us free to live a free life. So take your stand! Never again let anyone put
a harness of slavery on you.
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Isaiah 41:10
Don’t panic. I’m with you.
There’s no need to fear for I’m your God.
I’ll give you strength. I’ll help you.
I’ll hold you steady, keep a firm grip on you.
Romans 8:15-17
This resurrection life you received from God is not a timid, grave-tending life. It’s
adventurously expectant, greeting God with a childlike “What’s next, Papa?” God’s
Spirit touches our spirits and confirms who we really are. We know who he is, and we
know who we are: Father and children. And we know we are going to get what’s
coming to us—an unbelievable inheritance!
Ephesians 1:3-6
How blessed is God! And what a blessing he is! He’s the Father of our Master, Jesus
Christ, and takes us to the high places of blessing in him. Long before he laid down the
earth’s foundations, he had us in mind, had settled on us as the focus of his love, to be
made whole and holy by his love. Long, long ago he decided to adopt us into his
family through Jesus Christ. (What pleasure he took in planning this!) He wanted us to
enter into the celebration of his lavish gift-giving by the hand of his beloved Son.

